
A Brief Study of the Attributes of God

        The Perfect and Incomprehensible God:
What God is Not!

“ . . . we can gain considerable advantage in our struggle to understand what
God is like by the simple expedient of thinking what He is not like. We have seen
that God had no origin, that He had no beginning, that He requires no helpers,

He suffers no change and in His essential being there are no limitations.” Tozer p.55

Transcendent   “High” “Majesty” When we speak of God as transcendent, we mean  He is
exalted far above the created universe, so far above that human thought cannot imagine it.

 “God is spirit, and to Him magnitude and distance have no meaning, To us they are useful as
analogies and illustrations, so God refers to them constantly when speaking down to our limited
understanding. , , we who dwell in a world of matter, time and space tend to think in material terms
and can grasp abstract ideas only when they are identified in some way with material things. In its
struggle to free itself from the tyranny of the natural world, the human heart must learn to translate
upward the language the Spirit uses to instruct us”  p. 69

It is God Himself who puts it in our hearts to seek Him and makes it possible in some measure to know
Him and He is pleased with even the feeblest effort to make Him Known. p. 70-71

Infinite     “Immensity”
Psalm 147:4-5.  Romans 11:33-36. Psalm 115:3. 1 Kings 8:27. Isaiah 40. Job 38-41.

God is unlimited, knows no bounds and is measureless in regard to matter (a Spirit), time (Eternal),
Space (Immense).  We shall see He is also unlimited in His Presence,  Knowledge and Power.

God's infinitude belongs to us and is made known to us for our everlasting profit. . . How completely
satisfying to turn from our limitations to a God who has none. . . In God there is life enough for all and

time enough to enjoy it. . . the mercy of God is infinite too . . . p. 47

Unchangeable “Immutable” 
James 1:17.  Numbers 23:19. Psalm 33:11 (4-22). Psalm 102:26. Malachi 3:6. 

2 Timothy 2:13.  1 Samuel 15:29. Hebrews 6:17-18. 
God never differs from Himself, He is always the same in His eternal being. God cannot change for the

better, nor can He change for the worse – one who can suffer any degree of change is neither self-
existent, self-sufficient, nor eternal, and so is not God. He remains always one and the same true God,

faithful to Himself, His works and his Decrees.

“The divine immutability should not be understood as immobility. The Bible teaches that God enters
into manifold relations with man and, as it were, lives their life with them. There is change round about
him, change in the relations of men to Him, but there is not change in his Being, His Attributes, His
Purpose, His motives of actions or His promises.” Louis Berkhof

“In Greek thought immutability meant not only unchangeability, but also the inability to be affected by
anything in any way. . . The biblical perspective tells us that God is indeed immutable, but that he
nevertheless notices and is affected by the obedience, plight or sin of His creatures.” James  Boice



“In coming to Him at any time we need not wonder whether we shall find Him in a receptive mood. He
is always receptive to misery and need, as well as to love and faith. . . God never changes moods or
cools off in His affections or loses enthusiasm. His attitude toward sin is now the same as it was when
He drove out the sinful man from the eastward garden, and His attitude toward the sinner the same as
when He stretched forth His hands and cried, ”Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.”  p.53

“The immutability of God appears in its most perfect beauty when viewed against the mutability of
men.  In God no change is possible; in men change is impossible to escape. God, they say changes not.
The law of mutation belongs to a fallen world, but God is immutable, and in Him men of faith find at
last eternal permanence. In the meanwhile change works for the children of the kingdom, not against
them. The changes that occur in them are wrought by the hand of the in-living Spirit.” p.50

 “ In the working out of His redemptive processes the unchanging God makes full use of change and
through a succession of changes arrives at permanence at last. God will not compromise and He need
not be coaxed. He cannot be persuaded to alter His Word nor talked into answering selfish prayer. In
all our efforts to find God, to please Him, to commune with Him, we should remember that all change
must be on our part.” p.54

“This truth has two faces: it is disturbing to those who are in rebellion against God and it is
comforting to those who have come to know Him through Christ. God will always be sovereign, always
be holy, always be omniscient. . . God's purposes for Christ will not change. His purpose is to Glorify
Him.” James Boice 

Omnipresent (“Immanent”)           
Acts 17:27-28. Psalm 139:1-4; 7-10. 1 Kings 8:27. Proverbs 15:3 

Jeremiah 23:23-24. 1 Samuel 16:7. Psalm 34:15.
God transcends all spacial limits and is immediately present in every part of creation. 

Everyone and everything are immediately in His presence. 
If He is omnipotent and omniscient, then He must be an omnipresent spirit.

The scriptural doctrine of prayer most vividly and naturally assumes the omnipresence of God.
   

“Few other truths are taught in the Scriptures with as great clarity as the doctrine of the divine
omnipresence. . . They declare that God is immanent in His creation, that there is no place in heaven or
earth or hell where men may hide from His presence. They teach that God is at once far off and near,
and that in Him men move and live and have their being.” p.74

“This truth is to the convinced Christian a source of deep comfort in sorrow and of steadfast assurance
in all the varied experiences of his life. To him ”the practice of the presence of God” consists not of
protecting an imaginary object from within his own mind and then seeking to realize its presence; it is
rather to recognize the real presence of the One whom all sound theology declares to be already there,
an objective entity, existing apart from any apprehension of Him on the part of His creatures. . .  That
God is here both Scripture and reason declare. It remains only for us to learn to realize this in
conscious experience.”p. 76
 

“The doctrine of the divine omnipresence personalizes man’s relation to the universe in which he finds
himself. This great central truth gives meaning to all truths and imparts supreme value to all his little
life. God is present, near him, next to him, and this God sees him and knows him through and
through.” p. 75  


